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upon, and so soon afterwards they are stripping him of his,
and casting lots upon them.'®

The triumphal entry of Jesus into Jerusalem asks for
loyalty and perseverance from each one of us, it calls us to
deepen in our faithfulness, and for our resolutions to be
more than just bright lights that sparkle for a moment and
then fade away. There are some striking contrasts in the
depths of our hearts, for we are capable of the very greatest
things and also the very worst, and so if we wish to possess
the divine life and triumph with Christ, we need to be con-
stant and through penance deaden within us anything that
separates us from God and prevents us from following Our
Lord unto the Cross. The liturgy of Palm Sunday puts these
words on our lips: ‘Swing back, doors, higher yet; reach
higher, immemorial gates, to let the king enter in triumph!’
(Antiphon during distribution of palms.) Anyone who barri-
cades himself in the citadel of his own selfishness will never
come down onto the battlefield. But if he raises the gates of
his fortress and lets in the king of peace, then he will go out
with the king to fight against all that misery which blurs the
eyes and numbs the conscience.

Also in Jerusalem is Mary, wanting to be close to her
son in celebrating the Passover. It is to be the last Jewish
Passover and the first Passover in which her Son is both
Priest and Victim. Let us stay close to Her. Our Lady will
teach us how to remain constant, how to struggle in little
things, and to grow continually in love for Jesus. May She
be close to our side as we contemplate the Passion, Death
and Resurrection of her Son. 'We will not find a more
privileged place. ~

13. St Bernard, Sermon on Palm Sunday 2,4
14. 1. Bscriva, Christ is passing by, 82

Hory WEEk - MonNDAY

The Passion of Qur Lord
41. PETER’S DENIALS

41.1 Peter denies all knowledge of Our Lord. Our own
denials,

As the trial of Jesus proceeds before the Sanhedrin,
the saddest event in the life of Peter takes place. The one
who had left everything to follow Our Lord, who had seen
so many miracles worked and had received so many
tokens of affection, now denies him utterly. He feels
himself cornered and even swears he does not know Jesus.

And as Peter was below in the courtyard, one of the
maids of the high priest came; and seeing Peter warming
himself, she looked at him, and said, You also were with
the Nazarene, Jesus.’ But he denied it, saying, ‘I neither
know nor understand what you mean.’ And he went out into
the gateway. And the maid saw him, and began again to say
to the bystanders, ‘This man is one of them.’ But again he
denied it. And after a little while again the bystanders said to
Peter, ‘Certainly you are one of them; for you are a
Galilean.” But he began to invoke a curse on himself and to
swear, ‘I do not know this man of whom you speak. !

He denies that he knows his Lord, thereby denying the
deepest meaning of his life, which is to be an Apostle and
witness of the life of Christ and to proclaim that Jesus is
the Son of the living God. His honour, his vocation to be
an Apostle, all the hopes that had been placed in him by
God, his past and his future, all came tumbling down. How
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could he possibly have said, I know not this man?

A miracle worked by Jesus a few years before had had
for him a deep and special significance. On seeing the
miraculous draught of fishes (the first of them), Peter had
understood everything; he fell down at Jesus’ knees, saying,
‘Depart from me, for I am a sinful man, O Lord’. For he
was astonished ... * It seems that in a flash everything had
become clear for him: the holiness of Christ and his own
condition as a sinful man. Black stood in clear contrast
with white, darkness with light, dirt with cleanness, sin
with sanctity. In that moment, whilst his lips were saying
that because of his sins he felt unworthy to be close to Our
Lord, his eyes, however, and his whole attitude were ask-
ing that he might never ever depart from Him. That was
such a happy day. That was when everything really began
for him; And Jesus said to Simon, ‘Do not be afraid; hence-
forth you will be catching men.’ And when they had brought
their boats to land, they left everything and followed him.3
Peter’s life from that moment on would have a most mar-
vellous purpose, that of loving Christ and being a fisher of
men. Everything else would serve as a means and an
instrument to that end. Yet now, out of weakness and hav-
ing allowed himself to be overcome by fear and human
respect, everything had collapsed.

Sin, infidelity to a greater or lesser degree, always
involves a denial of Christ and of that which is most noble
within us, a denial of the highest ideals that Christ has
sown inside us. Sin is the great downfall of man. This is
why we need to struggle with determination, counting on
grace, so that we avoid all grave sins, whether of malice,
weakness or culpable ignorance, and then all deliberate

2. f Luke 5:89
3. Luke 5:10-11
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venial sin.

But even from our sins, when we are unfortunate
enough to commit them, we have to draw advantage,
bgcause contrition strengthens the bonds of our friendship
with Our Lord. Our mistakes should never discourage us
Provided we act with humility. A sincere act of repentancé
is always the occasion of a new encounter with Our Lord
from which we can derive some completely unsuspected,
consequences for our interior lives. If we sin, we have to
come back again to Our Lord as often as is necessary,
without getting anxious, although certainly with sorrowf
Peter took an hour to fall; but in an instant he rights himself
}1!;;14&‘6&8‘ about raising himself higher than he was before his
all.

Heaven is full of great sinners who decided to repent.
Jesgs always welcomes us and rejoices to see us set out
again upon the road we had abandoned, perhaps in small
matters.

41.2 The look of Jesus and Peter’s contrition,

Jesus, having been much ill-used, is led into one of the
courtyards. He then furned and looked at PeterS Their
looks meet. Peter would like to bow his head, but he cannot
tear his eyes from Him, Whom he has just denied He
kn_ows the Saviour's looks well; that look that had deter-
mined his vocation, he had not been able to resist either its
authority or its charm, and that tender look of the Master’s
on the day He had affirmed, looking at His disciples, ‘Here
are my brethren, my sisters, my mother!” And that look that
l_zad made him tremble when he, Simon, had wanted to ban-
ish the Cross from Jesus’ path! And the affectionately pitying

4. G. Chevrot, Simon Peter
S. Luke 22:61
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look with which he had invited the too-rich young man to
follow him! And His look, clouded with tears, before
Lazarus’ tomb ... He knows them well, the Saviour’s looks.

And yet never, never had he seen on the Saviour's face
the expression he sees there at this moment, the eyes marked
with sadness but without any severity. A look of reproach,
without a doubt, but which becomes suppliant at the same
time and seems to repeat to him, ‘Simon, I have prayed for
thee!’

This look only rests on him for an instant; Jesus is
violently dragged away by the soldiers, but Peter sees Him
all the time.® He sees that compassionate look of Jesus
fixed upon the deep wound of his guilt. He now under-
stands the enormity of his sin, and the fulfilment of Our
Lord’s prophecy about his betrayal. And Peter remembers
the words of Our Lord, ‘Before the cock crows today, you
will deny me three times.” And he went out and wept
bitterly.” His going out was to acknowledge his fault. He
was able to weep bitterly because he knew how to love; the
bitterness of sorrow in him quickly gave way to the sweetness
of love.®

Knowing that Our Lord had looked upon : him
prevented Peter from falling into despair. His look was
one of encouragement in which Peter felt understood and
forgiven. How it would remind him of the the parables of
the Good Shepherd, the Prodigal Son and the Lost Sheep!

Peter went out. He moved away from that whole situa-
tion, in which he had imprudently placed himself, so as to
avoid any possible relapses. He realised that this was not
the place for him to be. He remembered his. Lord and he
wept bitterly. We see ourselves in the situation of Peter.

6. G. Chevrot, loc cit
7. Luke 22:61-62
8. St Augustine, Sermon 295
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Sorrow of Love ~ Because He is good. Because He is your
Friend, Who gave His life for you. Because everything good
you have is His. Because you have offended Him so much
... Because He has forgiven you ... He! Forgiven you!

Weep, my son, with sorrow of Love.

Contrition gives special strength to the soul; it restores
hope, makes the Christian forget himself and draw close
to God once more with a deeper act of love. Contrition
proves the quality of interjor life and always attracts God’s
mercy; ... this is the man to whom I will look, he that is
humble and contrite in spirit ... 1

Christ found no difficulty in building his Church upon
a man who was able to fall and who did fall. God also
counts on weak instruments, provided they repent, to carry
out his big project: the salvation of mankind.

It is very probable that after the denials and his repen-
tance Peter would have gone to look for our Blessed Lady.
This is what we do also at this moment as our own faults
and denials come more vividly to mind.

41.3 True repentance, Acts of contrition.

As well as giving the soul great strength, true contri-
tion also brings special happiness and enables us to be
effective in our -dealings with others. The Master passes
very close to us, again and again. He looks at us ... And if
you look at him, if you listen to him, if you don’t reject him,
He will teach you how fo give a supernatural meaning to
everything you do ... Then you too, wherever you may be,
will sow consolation and peace and joy.!!

Our Lord also looked at Judas, who was encouraged to
come back in the moment of the betrayal and could hear

9.J. Escriv4, The Way, 436
10. Is 66:2
11. J. Bscriv4, The Way of the Cross, Bighth Station, 4
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Our Lord calling him friend. Friend, why are you here? In
this: moment he did not repent, although later he did.
When he saw that he was condemned, he repented and
brought back the thirty pieces of silver'?

What a contrast between Peter and Judas! Both in
different ways betray their fidelity to their Master. Both
repent. Peter, in spite of his denials, will become the rock
upon which the Church of Christ will be set until the end
of time. Judas went and hanged himself. Human repen-
tance alone is not enough; it produces anxiety, bltterness
and despair.

Linked to Christ repentance is turned into a joyous
sorrow, because a lost friendship is regained. Peter: is
united to Our Lord in an instant, and much closer than he
had ever been before, because of his sorrow for his deni-
als. Out of his denials is born a faithfulness that will take
him even to martyrdom

With Judas it is just the opposite, and he is left on his
own: What is that to us? See to it yourself, the chief priests
tell him. In the isolation brought about by sin, Judas would
not go to Christ. He had lost hope.

We need to awaken frequently in our hearts a sorrow,
born out of Love, for the sins we have committed. This we
should do especially as we make our examination of con-
science at the end of each day, and when we prepare our-
selves for Confession.

You who tend to lose heart, I will tell you something that
is very consoling: when a person does what he can, God will
not deny his grace. Our Lord is a Father, and if, in the
silence of his heart, one of his sons says to him: ‘My Father
in Heaven, here I am, help me ... ’ If he goes to the Mother
of God, who is our Mother, he will get through.3

12. cf Matt 27:3-10
13. 1. Escriva, The Way of the Cross, Tenth Station, 3
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The Passion of Our Lord
42. BEFORE PILATE:
JESUS CHRIST, THE KING.

42.1 Jesus is condemned to death

Our Lord is led in chains to the residence of the
Procurator, Pontius Pilate. They are in a hurry to get
things over with. Jesus, with a silent dignity reflected in his
walk, passes through the narrow streets which wind their
way towards the house of Pilate. It was already daylight
and people in the city were awake and appearing at their
doors and windows to see this man, famous and admired
for his sanctity and deeds, now made prisoner. Our Lord
had his hands bound together with a rope which was
stretched also around his neck, for such was the punishment
meted out to those who misused their freedom against the
people. He would be cold so early in the morning and tired;
his face was disfigured by blows. and spittle, his hair
dishevelled after having been pulled at, and his cheeks
covered with bruises and blood, now become dry and hard.
This is how Jesus appeared on the streets before the people,
and they were all startled and frightened as they saw him. It
was clear to everyone that the direction they were heading in
and the. manner of treating him all pointed. towards his
execution.!

Jesus was passed from the. Sanhedrin to the
jurisdiction of the Romans, because the Jewish authorities
were able to condemn a man to death but not to carry out

1. L. de la Palma, The Passion of the Lord




